Appalachia and the “Natural” World: Strange as this Weather Has Been by Ann Pancake                   Make complete sentences for questions with *asterisk.  Work collaboratively, with a recorder and reader/facilitator selected from your group.  Come to consensus and turn in one sheet with all names of your group:                                           ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1) Ann Pancake has said that the donneé for this story came from her work with her sibling Chet Pancake making the documentary Black Diamonds, a film about mountaintop removal in West Virginia. Pancake worked on her novel for seven years, in an attempt to bring to life the voices she heard while working on the film. What are the six points of view through which the reader perceives the tale?_______________________________________________________ *Which characters use the first person point of view, and why are these particular character assigned 1st person?
2) *Explain the backstory of Lace and Jimmy Make’s troubled marriage; how does it connect with the narrative about the destruction of the mountaintop and the theme of Fate versus Individual Will or Agency?
3) In what ways does Lace feel she has let her family down when she leaves WVU to return home?

4) How do her mother and Uncle Mogey eventually bring her out of her dark mood and deep funk and back into the “world of the living”?_______________________________________________
5) Why do Lace and her daughter Bant feel compelled to see what the coal company is doing atop Yellowroot Mountain?____________________________________________________________
6) How does Lace finally get access to see the mountain, and what does she find? ______________

7) How does Pancake explain the fascination with big machines that miners like Jimmy Make or the brash young Corey have?__________________________________________________________

8) How do Corey and Tommy bring about the climax of the story? _________________________

9) *Explain why Ann Pancake attempts to connect this story of decimating the landscape with the breakup of an Appalachian family? What is the point of such a connection?
10) The point of view of Dane and his extreme anxiety are linked to his uncertainty about the environment but also to Dane’s feelings about what?___________________________________                 Bonus 5pts: What are the associations throughout the book and what does Ann Pancake mean by the term “natural”?
